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Mission Statement of the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council:

The mission of the Trustee Council and all participants in Council efforts is
to efficiently restore the environment injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill to
a healthy, productive, world-renowned ecosystem, while taking into account
the importance of quality of life and the need for viable opportunities to
establish and sustain a reasonable standard of living.

The restoration will be accomplished through the development and imple-
mentation of a comprehensive interdisciplinary recovery and rehabilitation
program that includes:

« natural recovery,

» monitoring and research,

* resource and service restoration,

+» habitat acquisition and protection,
« resource and service enhancement,
+ replacement,

« meaningful public participation,

» project evaluation,

« fiscal accountability, and

» efficient administration.
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The Settlement

The settlement among the State of Alaska, the United States government and
Exxon was approved by the U.S. District Court on October 9, 1991. 1t
resolved various criminal charges against Exxon as well as civil claims
brought by the federal and state governments for recovery of natural
resource damages resulting from the oil spill. The settlement had three dis-
tinct parts:

CRIMINAL PLEA AGREEMENT. Exxon was fined $150 million, the largest fine
ever imposed for an environmental crime. The court forgave $125 million of
that fine in recognition of Exxon’ cooperation in cleaning up the spill and
paying certain private claims. Of the remaining $25 million, $12 million
went to the North American Wetlands Conservation Fund and $13 million
went to the national Victims of Crime Fund.

CRIMINAL RESTITUTION. As restitution for the injuries caused to the fish,
wildlife and lands of the spill region, Exxon agreed to pay $100 million. This
money was divided evenly between the federal and state governments.

CiviL SETTLEMENT. Exxon agreed to pay $900 million with annual payments
stretched over a 10-year period. The [inal payment was received in
September 2001. The settlement contains a “reopener window” between
September 1, 2002, and September 1, 2006, during which the governments
may make a claim for up to an additional $100 million. The funds must be
used to restore resources that suffered a substantial loss or decline as a result
of the oil spill, the injuries to which could not have been known or antici-
pated by the six trustees from any information in their possession or reason-
ably available to any of them at the time of the settlement

(September 25, 1991).
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Trustee Council

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council was formed to oversee restoration
of the injured ecosystem through the use of the $900 million civil settlement.
The Council consists of three State of Alaska and three federal trustees (or
their designees):

Commissioner, Alaska Department of Fish and Game; Commissioner,
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation; Attorney General,
Alaska Department of Law; Secretary, U.S. Department of the Interior;
Director, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; and
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Frank Rue

Michele Brown

Public Advisory Group

The Public Advisory Group advises the Trustee Council on decisions relating
to allocation of funds, conduct of injury assessment and conduct of restora-
tion activities related to the Exxon Valdez oil spill. The group consists of 17
members to reflect balanced representation from the public at large as well as
members from 12 principal interests. As of March 2002, the Public Advisory
Group members are: o 8
Dave Gibbons

Drue Pearce

MEMBER STAKEHOLDER GROUP
Torie Baker Commercial Fishing
Chris Beck Public at Large
Chris Blackburn Public at Large
Dave Cobb Public at Large

Gary Fandrei Public at Large

Brett Huber

Dan Hull (Vice Chair)
Jim King

Chuck Meacham (Chair)
Pat Norman

Vacant

Gerald Sanger

Stan Senner

Stacy Studebaker
Chuck Totemoff
Martha Vlasoff

Ed Zeine

Ex-Officio Members:

Sport Hunting and Fishing
Public at Large
Conservation
Science/Academic

Native Landowner
Aquaculture

James Balsiger

Commercial Tourism

Craig Tillery

Environmental
Recreational Users
Forest Products
Subsistence

Local Government

Sen. Loren Leman, Alaska State Senate
Rep. John Harris, Alaska State House of Representatives
































